
December 18, 2014 

 

             PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORMAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by County Board Chairman Nathan Redland.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Steve Jacobson, LeeAnn Hall, Marvin Gunderson and Steve 

Bommersbach.  Also present was Tammy Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer and Pat Pfund, Norman County Index.  

 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the December 18, 2014 agenda.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and on vote taken it was 

unanimously adopted to approve the minutes of the December 2, 2014 meeting with a change to paragraph 7 stating Mr. 

Knakmuhs informed the Board that he would like to advertise for a maintenance I or II position because of the pending 

retirement of a highway department employee.  Also, paragraph 8 stating that temporary former employees up to 100% of 

what they were being paid at the time of retirement, paragraph 9 add effective date of 1/1/15, paragraph 11stating due to 

time constraints in Auditor-Treasurer’s and 20 hours of comp time and paragraph 13 stating to replace outlets to bring 

them up to code.   

 

Chris Kujava, Social Service Director, presented the Social Service bills to be paid in the amount of $66,028.48.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve paying the Social Service bills in the amount of $66,028.48.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. Kujava also presented the two year network support contract with American Communications for approval 

and signing.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve and sign the contract with American Communications 

of Morris.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

The next Social Service board meeting was set for January 8, 2015 at 9:30 am.   

 

Jill Murray, Norman County Assessor, was in and gave an update on how things were going and a brief update on 

MN Department of Revenue sales ratio changes.   

 

Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, gave an update on the security doors and presented information on a 

grant from OSHA they are looking to apply for.  Mr. Thornton also had a budget change request on the uniform and 

ammunition line item.  With the uniform allowance in the union contract for his employees, it would use almost all of his 

budget.  He requested a $5000 increase to cover his uniforms, body armor and ammo.  The new budget amount for that 

line item would be $12000.  Will be discussed when the Board gets to budgets on the agenda. 

 

Mr. Thornton also requested a classification change for temporary part-time employee Alex Thibert to permanent 

part-time.  A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson to change Alex Thibert to permanent part-time as of 

December 31, 2014.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. Thornton also requested to appoint Deputy Ben Fall as his chief deputy which would include a wage 

adjustment.  The Board requested the salary committee and County Attorney look into it and bring back a 

recommendation. 

 

The Norman County Board of Commissioners would like to extend their congratulations to Danette Gwin for 

being rewarded with the MN Sheriff’s Association Office Support Person of the Year. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson to accept a donation to 

the Crime Victim Advocate program for $50 from the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Woman.  All voted in favor. 

 

The performance evaluation for the Human Resource coordinator will be reviewed at the December 30th meeting. 

 

Teri Taylor, Human Resource Coordinator, was in to update the Board on the progress of the cafeteria plan 

documents for health insurance from Region 1.  She will bring updated plan to December 30th meeting. 

 

The 2015 appropriations were reviewed.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2015 

appropriation list with adjusting the RSVP amount to $1000.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor. 

  

James Brue, Norman County Attorney, entered the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Gunderson and County Attorney Brue gave an update on the ARTS Trail.  There are outstanding 

bills in the amount of $46515.24 that need to be paid.  Norman County would pay 1/3 of the bill.  After much discussion, 

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve pay $15505.08 to settle the accounts with Minnowa and 

subcontractor Lunde on the contingency that the three counties get lean waivers from all contractors and subcontractors.  

The Auditor is authorized to pay the entire $46515.24 balance and seek reimbursement from Clay and Polk Counties if 

directed to do so by the County Attorney. 

 



A motion was made by Commissioner Hall to authorize the County Auditor to use park funds to pay Norman 

County’s portion of bill contingent on approval from the County Attorney.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

 

The Board added the ARTS Trail to the budget as a line item and budgeted $3000. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote taken it was 

unanimously adopted to extend the same changes for health insurance and cost of living increase to non-union employees 

contingent on the signing of union contracts. 

 

The salary committee reported on Elected Officials 2015 salary negotiations.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 

motion to set the 2015 elected official salaries as follows: 

Auditor/Treasurer -  $61,772 

Recorder -                $59,150 

Attorney -                $71,500 

Sheriff  -                  $66,500 

Commissioners -     $15,450 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Gunderson, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote taken 

unanimously approved to set the gross levy at $5,409,584, which is a 12% increase for 2015. 

 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 2015 budget presented by the County Auditor dated 

December 8, 2014 with an addition to the Sheriff’s Office uniform line item in the amount of $5000 and add a line item 

for ARTS Trail in the amount of $3000.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion made by Commissioner Jacobson, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote taken unanimously 

approve the Auditor to sign the final contract payment to Olson Construction in the amount of $3644.18 for culvert 

installation on CSAH 40, 2.0 miles east and 2.5 miles north of Flom. 

 

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor. 

   

 

 

_____________________    ________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman                                   Tammy Kappes, Deputy      

                       Auditor-Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


